
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
 

Reception Class – Vision Map 
 

 
 Development Matters Crucial Knowledge Intent 

Across the 
whole year 

Understanding the World 
- Understand the effect of 

changing seasons on the 
natural world around them. 

- Recognise that people have 
different beliefs and celebrate 
special times in different ways 

Pre-Science 
- Weather is the way the air 

feels. 
- Air is all around us. We can’t 

always see it.  
- Autumn is a time after 

summer when it gets a little 
colder. 

- During autumn some leaves 
change colour and fall off 
trees. 

- Winter is the coldest time of 
year. 

- We always need to wear a 
coat during winter. 

- Ice is made of water.  
- Spring is the time when 

animal babies tend to be 
born.  

- Lots of new things grow in 
the spring and summer. 

Pre-RE 
- Easter is a time when some 

people think about Jesus.  
- Jesus liked people to have 

hope. 
- Hope is wanting good things 

to happen. 

Pre-Science 
- Changes to plants and 

wildlife during autumn 
- British animals we see at 

different times of the year 
(autumn: hedgehogs and 
squirrels, Winter: birds, Spring: 
baby animals) 

Pre-RE 
- Lunar New Year 
- Easter 
- Passover 
- Ramadan and Eid 
- Holi 



Autumn 1 –  
Marvellous 

Me: Me and 
the World 

Understanding the World 
- Talk about members of their 

immediate family and 
community 

- Draw information from a simple 
map 

Pre-PSHE 
- It is OK to have different 

feelings.  
- Families can be different.  
- A family is one or more adult 

and one or more children. 
- A family tree is a picture to 

show all of my family. 
Pre-History 

- A timeline shows when 
something happened. 

- Memories are things that 
have happened that I can 
remember. 

Pre-Geography 
- A home is where someone 

lives. 
- I live in England. 
- England is a country.  

Pre-PSHE 
- Myself (new routines, likes/ 

dislikes) 
- My family 
- Family tree 
- Different types of families 
- Feelings and emotions 

Pre-History 
- My timeline 
- My Memories 

Pre-Geography 
- Name the place where I live 

(street, town, country) 
- My home / house (what it 

looks like and who lives 
there) 

- Looking and naming at 
different homes 

- Making maps 
- Looking at the United 

Kingdom on a map 

Autumn 2 – 
Festivals and 
Celebrations: 
Around the 

World 

Understanding the World 
- Understand that some places 

are special to members of their 
community 

- Recognise that people have 
different beliefs and celebrate 
special times in different ways 

Pre-PSHE / Science 
- Fruit and vegetables are 

good for our body. 
Pre-RE 

- Harvest is a time when 
people share food.  

- Christmas is a time when 
some people give presents. 

- Christmas is a time when 
people remember the birth 
of Jesus. 

-  The Nativity story is about 
when Jesus was born. 

Pre-RE 
- Harvest 

Describe and sort common fruit 
and vegetables 
Tasting and talking about foods 
and healthy options 

- Halloween 
- Bonfire Night 
- Diwali 
- Christmas 



- Jesus was a man who liked 
people to be kind.  

Spring 1 – 
People: 

People in the 
World 

Understanding the World 
- Talk about members of their 

immediate family and 
community 

- Name and describe people 
who are familiar to them 

- Understand that some places 
are special to members of their 
community 

- Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the past 

Pre-Geography 
- Some people have jobs 

which can help us. 
- A job is when someone gets 

money for something they 
do.  

Pre-History 
- People in the past had 

differences in their lives.  
Pre-PSHE 

- People live all over the 
world. 

- People can look the same or 
different.  

People who help us 

Spring 2 – 
Time: People 
and Places 

from the past 

Understanding the World 
- Comment on images of familiar 

situations in the past 
- Compare and contrast 

characters from stories, 
including figures from the past 

- Draw information from a simple 
map 

Pre-Geography 
- Britain is a group of three 

countries: England, Scotland 
and Wales. 

- Chesterton (where we go to 
school) is in England.  

- Castles have thick wall 
made from stones and rocks 
found around them. 

- Many castles were built on a 
hill and near to the sea or 
water.  

Pre-History 
- The past has already 

happened.  
- A castle is a large, old 

building with tall, thick walls. 
- People in the castle had lots 

of different jobs. 

Pre-Geography 
- Looking at Britain on a map 
- Countries in Britain 
- Maps of castles 
- Compare castles 

 
Pre-History 

- Features of a castle 
- Purpose of a castle 
- Life in a castle 



- Kings and queens were and 
are leaders. 

- A long time ago, kings and 
queens lived in castles. 

- Children of the king or 
queen are called a prince 
(boy) or princess (girl).  

Summer 1 – 
Changing 

and Growing: 
Plants and 

Animals 

Understanding the World 
- Explore the natural world 

around them 
- Describe what they see, hear 

and feel whilst outside 

Pre-Science 
- Change is when something 

becomes different.  
- Growing is when something 

gets greater over time.  
- Plants grow from a seed or a 

bulb. 
- Plants and animals are living 

things. They breathe. 
- Lots of new things grow in 

the spring and summer. 
- The sun and water (rain) 

help plants to grow.  
- A habitat is a place where 

something lives. 
- Minibeasts are small animals 

without bones inside their 
bodies. 

- Insects have six legs and one 
or more wings.  

- Insects and spiders are 
minibeasts.  

- Some baby animals look like 
their parents. Some do not.  

- A hen comes from an egg. 
- A chick is the name for a 

baby hen.  

Pre-Science 
- Growing seeds and plants: 

planting, growing, dying 
- Butterflies and moths: 

metamorphosis (changing) 



Summer 2 – 
Adventure: 
Wonderful 

World 

Understanding the World 
- Recognise some similarities and 

differences between life in this 
country and life in other 
countries. 

- Recognise some environments 
that are different from the one 
in which they live. 

Pre-Science 
- A habitat is a place where 

something lives. 
- Some animals live in the 

wild. This means they can 
take care of themselves. 

- Some large animals live in 
different countries.  

- Nature and Natural means 
things that are not made by 
people 

- Seas and oceans are salt 
water.  

- Water covers most of the 
Earth. 

- Land is the part of the Earth 
not covered by water.  

- Floating is when something 
sits on top of the water on its 
own. 

- Sinking is when something 
goes under the water on its 
own 

Pre-Geography 
- England is a country. 
- There are lots of different 

countries in the world. 
- Some countries have 

differences to England. 
Some have similarities. 

- Some places (environments) 
are different to the one I live 
in.  

Pre-Science 
- Floating and sinking 

Pre-Geography 
- Places in the world that 

contrast with locations they 
know well 

- How other children travel to 
school 

- What other children eat 
- Where other children live 

(Avoid stereotyping) 
- Contrasting environments 

within both their local and 
national region 

(seaside, countryside, town) 
- British wildlife 
- Specific features of the 

world both natural and 
made by people 

- Comparing cold and warm 
places: desert, arctic, 
rainforests  

 


